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The Early Years
Steve Berry was born in Denver, Colorado, on April 9, 1931, He grew up in a middle-
class familly with rwo working parenes supporting bis poanges sister and himaclf. His
Father oraded in ral evare and real evrare boans, and his mather was a kindergaroen
and elementary schaal teacher for lawer grades in the Denver shums, Sreve went w
Eindergaren in a school near the airpore; he recalled chat at chat carly age, he would

7

go an Sundays with his father to warch the almplanes land and rake off. He artendad
Steck Elementary Schoal, Gove Junior High School, and Exa High School. gradu.
ating in 1948, Schonl became intenesting for him with some ereative writing activiies
in elementary schoal, and more ineresting with mathemarics and science in junior
and senior high school, General science and biology were stimularing for him, but
high schoal physics was aot. For years, Seeve had s chemistry labararory and a dark
rmom in the hasement of his home. Indeed. photography remsined & pesionate lobby
shroughous his life.

An imporeant factor in Steves early life
ws becaming a finalist, one of forty, in
the Wearinghouse Science Talem Search
and winning 2 wip 1o Washingwon, D.C..
in the spring of 1948, As Steve pointed
otz “The whole thing came ¢ 1 complete
A Biographical Memair by i} surptie; | had enteved the competition

Winller Eckirart b % almost 35 an afrerrhaaghs, so when the

- ! welephone call came 1 nodfy me of my

success, 1 was quite astounded. This trip
was my fint opponunity to meet real
scienitists.” This formative experience
considerably expanded Steve’s inteflecal
horizons, He believed chat conract with
the other Westinghouse Rnalists influ-

HIZ BH2210| X20] IHt7|2 A
Matg 7|oi5hs

Steve Berry ad b mother, Edith Sarmy, at radic station
KLZ. Derwer, April 1948, for the announcement of his
aninction as a finalst im the Waestinghouss Seance
enced his development by ilburating how  Tyient Seareh,

much une can keam on onc’s own
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‘causation’. The ‘cause’ of illness may be imme-
diate and direct, it may be remote and indirect
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